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It had been hard for lum that spakc it to have put more .

truth and untruth together. in.few words, than: in that
speech. Whosoever s delighted .in_solitude.-is either a- wild

beast or a god. For it is most true ‘that a natural and secret

hatred and. aversation towards: society in ‘any man, hath

somewhat of the savage:beast ;-but it is°most untrue that lt ‘

should have ‘any charactar..at -all: of “the ~divine nature -
except it-proceed, not out of a plcasure in' solitude but out
of a love: and desire to scquester’ a ‘man’s-self for a higher

conversation : such as is ‘found to have been falsely and -

feignedly: in ‘some of the heathens -; as Epimenides the

Candian, 'Numa the Roman, Empcdocles the Sicilian and -
Apollomus ‘of Tyana ; and truly and' really in divers of the -

ancient hermits ‘and holy fathers ‘of the: church. But little
do men perceive what solitude is, and how far it extendeth.
For a crowd is'not company, and faces are ‘but agallery of

pictures ; and talk but a tinkling cymbal, where there is no
love.  The™ Latin ‘adage meeteth with it ‘a little ;” Magna™ -

civitas monga solitudo ; [A 'great city is a great sohtude,]

because in a great town friends are ﬁscattcred, so_there -

is not the feIlowshlp, for the most part, which is in less
nclghbourhoods But we may go further, and afﬁrm most
truly that it is a mere and mlserable solitude fo want true

friends, w1thout which the world is but a wilderness ; and

even in this sense also of sohlude whosocvet in the frame of
his nature and affections. is unfit “for. fncndshlp, he taketh it

~ of the beast, and not from humanity.

A prmc:pal fruit of friendship is the case and dlschargc

of the fulness and swellings. of-the:heart, which passions of .
all kinds do ease and induce. We. know diseases of stop-

pmgs and ‘suffocations ‘are most’ dangerous in the body
and it is not ‘much otherwise in the mind; ‘you may take

sarza’ to ‘open the- liver, steel to open’ the" spleen, flower of

sulphu: for the lungs, castoreum for the brain; but no
receipt openeth the heart but a true friend ; to whom you
may impart griefs, joys, fears, hopes susplcmns counsels,
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and whatsoever licth upon the heart to oppress it, in a kind

of civil shrift of confession. : ‘ : __
It is a strange thing to observe how high a rate great -

kings and monarches do set upon this fruit of friendship 40

whereof we speak : so great, as they purchase it many times -

at the hazards of their own safety and greatness. For princes,

in regard of the distance.of their. fortune from that of their

subjects and servants, cannot ‘gather his fruit, except (to

make themselves capable thereof) .they raise some persons 45 '

to be as it were companions and almost equals to themselves,
which many times sortethto” inconvenience. The modern
languages give unto such persons the name of favourites, or
privadoes ;" as if -it were’ matter=of grace, or conversation. -
But the Roman name attaineth-the tru ¢ and® cause - 50
thereof, naming them Participes: curarum;' [Sharers=of stheir =+
cares;] for it-is" that which: tieth :the ‘knot.: And“Wwe see "
plainly that-this‘ hath been:.done;, not- by weak:and- passion-: -
ate princes only, but by the wisest;and most  politic:that: ever-
reigned ; who have oftentimesjoined: thesmselve s some. of
their servants: ;. whom both. themselves have: calle oy
and allowed others likewise to call them in the:same:manner. .-
; using the word. which is received, between private.men,
L. Sylla, when he commanded Rome, raised:Pompey.... -
(after surnamed the Great) to. that height, {that:Pompcy vaun- . : 60
ted himself for Sylla’s over-match.. For when he had, carried:
the consulship for a friend..of -his, against -the: pursuit
Sylla, andthat -Sylla: did .a little resent. threat,
to speak great, Pompey turned upon him again, and in effect
bade him be quiet.; for. that more men adored the sun rising ... 65
than the sun.setting. .With Julius Caesar, Decimus Brutus: - ;
had obtained that interest, as he set him down in his testa-
ment for heir in remainder after his nephew, An
the man that had power with him to draw him fo;
death. For when Caesar would have discharged: the
in regard of some ill" presages, and specially a dréam ¢
Calpurnia ™ ;' this man lifted him gently by ‘the’ m ou
his chair, telling him he hoped he would “not " dismis
senate till his wife had dreamt a better dr Sk e
seemeth his favour was so great, as ‘Antoniu; sy
which he recited verbatim in one of Cicero’s' Philippics, called =
him venefica, witch, as’if he: hadenchanted: Caesar.: Aug-: +
ustps raised :Agrippa :(though-of ‘mean‘ ‘birth): to- that :height, *
as ;wheh he consulted with Maecenas about: the:marriage of- "
his daughter: Julia, Maecenas took:the liberty: to: tell him,.. ..80
that he must either‘#narry. his daughter. to. Agrippa, .or take . .. .
away his life ; there was no third-way, he had made him .so =
great. With Tiberius Caesar,. Sejanus. had ascended to that
height, as they two were .termed nd reckoned as a pair of .
friends, Tiberius in  a letter to him saith, hoec pro_amicitia - 85
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But all thesc things are graceful in a friend’s mouth, which

are blushing:in'a man’s own. So again, a. man’s person hath
many ‘proper :relations- which:he .cannot put o
cannot speak to his son but as.a.father.: to

a husband ; to his enemy but upon terms ,wh eas a friend =

may speak as the case. requires, :and not as; it sorteth with:
the person.. But to enumerate ‘these -
have given the rule, where a.man ¢

part ; if he ,hath';potl.a;-fxil‘_-nrd,,h@ ‘may qu stage. . .
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L. The mature of a life solitude, i.e., without the ‘companionship of
afriend. .0 0w PRGN R LR %

Such ‘a life lived in remote socicty. with' a ‘friend is ‘bestial, i.e.,
irrational. It has nothing' to- cor nmend ‘it except when restored to for
the .purpose ‘of spiritual meditation r, (1) in lonely place like a
desert, or (i) lived Il alone: and lless among ‘a crowd of people.

iendship. A \0se. that affect the |




